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he had stumbled only. In the rifts of smoke a moment later, he
was seen lying upon his back in the fort, with two spearsmen
apparently in the act of despatching him. The writer hastened
to his side, and this led to a desperate hand-to-hand conflict with
a native soldier, which ended unfortunately for the poor fellow,
though not until he had sent his spear through the writer 's left
sleeve, pinning it to his coat.

It seemed a long time before the battalion reached the fort,
but in reality it was only a few moments, when the work of car-
nage began in earnest. Captain McLane Tilton's marines, being
on the right of the battalion, in closing in on the fort, gained the
enemy's left flank, as did the company of Lieutenant Thomas C.
McLean on his right. With Lieutenant Commander Casey in
front, Captain Tilton on the right and Lieutenant McLean on
the left, the enemy's ranks were enfiladed, but it was fully thirty
minutes before their lines broke. Frequent charges were made
and repulsed on both sides, but it was not until their men had
been piled up after several bayonet charges and their quarters
within the parapets had taken fire that the stampede began for
the cliffs and the road leading down to the river. Many were
killed in this rout, some jumped over the cliffs to the river bank,
sixty or eighty feet below, and more made for the road only to
meet the fire of Cassell's men and the artillery directly in their
faces, which piled them up two and three deep. Many jumped
into the river, where they were shot or drowned in attempting
to escape.

The force confronting Wheeler, seeing the disaster to their
brothers in the citadel, fled in the utmost confusion from his
front, throwing away guns, gun-proof armor, clothing and all im-
pedimenta which could have retarded their flight. It is hardly
possible to comprehend at this time how tremendously demor-
alized this army was, but, remembering that the part of it in
front of the right wing of our battalion had been practically
annihilated, while that in Wheeler's front had suffered two bitter
repulses, it is doubtful if better organized forces anywhere could
have maintained a better morale after such sweeping defeats and
destruction.

The battle ended, leaving many dead and wounded on our
hands, whose suffering was painful to look upon. The surgeonsey and a strong skirmishS. N. C.
